i                             DIANA AND VIRBIUS

the nymph with them and found a new home for her in a
grove outside the gates.1 The remains of baths which have
been discovered within the sacred precinct,2 together with
many terra-cotta models of various parts of the human
body,8 suggest that the waters of Egeria were used to heal
the sick, who may have signified their hopes or testified
their gratitude by dedicating likenesses of the diseased
members to the goddess, in accordance with a custom which
is still observed in many parts of Europe.4 To this day
it would seem that the spring retains medicinal virtues.5

The other of the minor deities at Nemi was Virbius. Virbius,
Legend  had  it  that   Virbius  was  the young  Greek   hero ^"^
Hippolytus, chaste and fair, who learned the art of venery of Diana,
from  the centaur Chiron, and  spent all his  days  in  the
greenwood  chasing  wild   beasts  with  the  virgin   huntress
Artemis   (the   Greek   counterpart of Diana)  for his  only
comrade.    Proud of her divine society, he spurned the love
of women,6 and this proved his bane.    For Aphrodite, stung
by his scorn, inspired his stepmother Phaedra with love of
him;   and when   he   disdained  her wicked  advances   she
falsely accused him  to his father Theseus.    The slander
was believed, and Theseus prayed to his sire Poseidon to
avenge the imagined wrong.    So while  Hippolytus drove
in a chariot by the shore of the Saronic Gulf, the sea-god

1  This is the view of A. Schwegler
(Romische   Geschtehtc,  i.  548   note),
0. Gilbert (Geschichte und Topographic
for Stadt Rom im Altertum, i.  in),
and G. Wissowa (in W. H. Roscher's
Lexikon der griech. und rom. Mytho-
logie, s*v. **Egeria'*).

2  O. Rossbach, op. cit. p. 151. "The
old bath" is mentioned in an inscription
found on the spot (Corpus Inscriptionum
Latinarum^ xiv., No. 4190).
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torso of a woman clad in a long robe,
with her breast cut open so as to
expose the bowels. It may be the
offering of a woman who suffered from
some internal malady.
4 For an example of the custom in
modern times see J. J. Blunt, Vestiges
of Ancient Manners and Customs dts-
coverable in Modern Italy and Sicily
(London, 1823), p. 135. The custom
is still widespread among the Catholic
population of Southern Germany. See
R. Andree, Votive und Weihegaben des
Katkolischen Volks in Siiddeutsehland
(Brunswick, 1904), pp. 94 sqq.% na
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